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Sept 21 membership meeting   8:00 PM Animal Inn

As usual the club has had a lot of activities and there are many 
coming up.  Two new events are the Farm Dog Certification Test 
which will be held with the herding trials in New Richmond, and 
the Scent Work Trial at All Breed Obedience in Woodbury.  Both 
are AKC events.  I have included a list of the elements of the 
Farm Dog Test on page 4.  It is somewhat like the Canine Good 
Citizen Test in a farm setting. 

This weekend we have two days of rally trials and one day of 
obedience trials. 

I have included a short article on tick borne diseases in this 
issue. My Eywa was just diagnosed as having exposure to Lyme 
Disease. She is getting her energy back now that she is on 
medication. 

Let me know if you have ideas for fun activities.    Another 
geocaching day and picnic in the fall might be a possibility.  Or a 
picnic and walk at Dawn Ebbenga’s farm. 

We have the Brag section back so send in your brags if you want 
them published.  They should be recent brags, new titles points, 
legs toward titles etc. 
If you have ideas for articles please send them to me.
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Page 4-Farm Dog Test
Page 5 Tick Borne Diseases
Page 6 Calendar
Page 7 Volunteer information 
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applications
Page 12 Events and Training 
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Event chairs send me 
information before
and after your event so I can 
include it in the Shep-O-Gram.

We are in need of volunteers 
for the GSD Fun Day and the 
Farm Dog Test.  Let me know 
if you are interested. 

Julie Swinland
651-457-5459
Blackforestgsd@msn.com
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Well...... our agility mascot is up to 
shenanigans again  
Trial agility committee having some 
fun between course building.

GSDCMSP Agility trial July 20-23

Jennifer Johnston’s 
Floki She completed 
standard excellent and 
moved to masters (not 
a title). Q’d in Novice 
Fast and Time 2 Beat.  

Dawn Ebbenga and Ozzy  
took High in trial GSD

Carla Scott and MoMo

Some other members 
attending  were Anita 
Secord, Tom Day, Laura 
Meyer. Here’s Anta leash 
running.
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The winner of the 
$50.00 cash prize 
in the sunglasses 
contest !!!!! He was 
simply fabulous.

GSDCMSP Agility trial July 20-23

Mannix redeemed himself after making 
up his own courses in his Master’s 
classes today. Finished his Open 
Fast title with a first place!! Way to go 
Mannix.A flock of flamingos swooped in 

to take over some of the duties at 
one point.
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Farm Dog Certification Test - What is it?
In order to qualify for the Farm Dog Certification title you must pass the test under 2 different judges.  
There are 12 test elements. Our test is on Sept 22. The secretary sent out the premium list. If you don’t 
have it, contact Julie Swinland blackforestgsd@msn.com.
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Matt Henry, Lifestyle Contributor
Dog Diseases & Conditions A-Z

Ticks are more than just creepy; they can spread a number of different diseases that affect both pets and 
people, and with changes in weather patterns, we are seeing the host ranges for these diseases expanding. 
Ticks can transmit microorganisms that cause Lyme disease, ehrlichiosis, Rocky Mountain spotted fever, 
anaplasmosis, hepatozoonosis, and babesiosis and no prevention is 100% effective 100% of the time. So 
what can you do to protect your pets and your family from tick-borne diseases? Learn the risks below, then 
about the importance of annual testing, and see more about parasite screening and prevention at Beware the 
Bug.

1. Ehrlichiosis 

Canine ehrlichiosis is a relatively new disease and comes in multiple forms that are often specific to different 
U.S. regions. The disease is caused by a type of bacteria called Ehrlichia, which can affect multiple species 
including people and cats. Learn more about different forms of ehrlichiosis or see the number of reported 
cases in dogs in your area. 

 

2. Anaplasmosis

Canine anaplasmosis can be found throughout the United States, primarily in the northeastern, mid-Atlantic, 
and north-central states, as well as California. Caused by a bacteria transmitted from ticks that have 
previously bitten host animals such as deer and rodents , anaplasmosis can cause joint pain, high fever, and 
more. Find out more about symptoms, diagnosis, and treatment of canine anaplasmosis or see the number of 
reported cases of canine anaplasmosis in your area.

3. Lyme Disease

The bacteria that causes Lyme disease is transmitted by two types of ticks – the Western black-legged tick 
and the deer tick – and can affect dogs of all ages, breeds, and sizes. The geographic range of Lyme disease 
is expanding and is now found in more U.S. states and some Canadian provinces. Ticks are often hard to 
spot, making it incredibly difficult to spot a tick bite, and symptoms of Lyme disease are often difficult to detect 
until several months after infection. Learn more about Lyme disease and the importance of protecting your pet 
or see the number of reported Lyme disease cases in dogs in your area.

4. Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever

Despite its name, Rocky Mountain spotted fever is found throughout the U.S. and Canada. This infection can 
appear suddenly, with severe illness that can be life threatening if not diagnosed quickly. Find out what to 
watch for and how it’s diagnosed.

 

5. Babesiosis

This tick-borne disease is caused by a blood parasite that infects a dog’s red blood cells. Dogs can become 
infected when feeding ticks pass the microscopic parasites, known as Babesia, to them. Like other tick-borne 
diseases, symptoms are often vague and sometimes difficult to identify. Learn more about signs, symptoms, 
and treatment of babesiosis.

6 Tick-Borne Diseases You Should Know About

Contimnued on page 9



6



7

6. Hepatozoonosis

Unlike other vector-borne diseases that are transmitted by tick bite, both forms of canine hepatozoonosis are 
transmitted when a dog eats or otherwise ingests an infected tick. Like other tick-borne diseases, symptoms 
are difficult to detect, but can include loss of appetite, weight loss, and depression. Learn more about canine 
hepatozoonosis from our sister site, Dogs and Ticks.

If you have any questions or concerns, you should always visit or call your veterinarian -- they are your best 
resource to ensure the health and well-being of your pets.
Reviewed by: 
Dr. Susan Sweet, DVM
Reviewed on: 
Friday, April 20, 2018

6 Tick-Borne Diseases continued

Soggy by Julie Swinland

Mom Says I’m gonna be 
a Farm Dog so I have to 
go over this grating

Yup, that’s a sheep.  
I got a green 
ribbon, That’s 
good, right?

One more time 
Soggy, and 
then you will 
be a Farm Dog

c 2018

                  Volunteers needed 
Farm Dog Test Sept 22 at Polly Simpson’s Farm 
Contact Julie Swinland

Temperament Test at the Fun Day Sept 15, Contact Verna Kubik

The German Shepherd Fun Day Sept 15, Animal Inn
We need some people to handle signing people up for the activities, 
helping be “the crowd” for CGC and The TDI Tests; and handling the 
raffle (we only have 1 item so far, HELP! Contact Julie Swinland.

Julie - Blackforestgsd@msn.com 651-457-5459
Verna vmk4gsds@dishup.us

Shared from:Pet Health Network
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The State Fair is coming!

Hopefully you are signed up 
with the coordinator for your 
activity.  Peggy Simerson can 
tell you who that may be if 
you don’t know or come out to 
watch. 

Herding Trial Sept 22 and 23 and  
Farm Dog Certification on Sept 22

Polly Simpson Farm
1479 200th Avenue, 
New Richmond, WI  
 Come on out!

DIRECTIONS TO SHOW SITE
FROM Stillwater, MN: (About 1/2 hour). Take MN-36 into Stillwater. Cross into WI, take WI-64E. Follow 64 
east until you come to Highway 65. Turn left onto 65. Go 1.1 miles to 200th Avenue. Turn right on 200th and 
go about .8 miles to the farm on the right. 1479 - 200th Avenue.

FROM WI I-94: Take I-94 east (if you are coming from St. Paul area) to Highway 65 (also the exit for 
Roberts). Go north (through New Richmond to Highway 64 - about 13 miles). Cross Highway 64 and stay 
on Highway 65. Go 1.1 miles to 200th Avenue. Turn right on 200th and go about .8 miles to the farm on the 
right. 1479 - 200th Avenue

Sept 2 is German Shepherd 
Day at the State Fair.



Brags

Jennifer Johnston and 
Kane got their CGC title

Pac finished his championship
CH Lindenhill’s Cold Pac V 
Gracelyne CD BN RN CGC TKP

Peakes Brook Burning Heart 
v Casamoko “Bear” and 
Casamoko’s Dancing in the 
Moonlight TKN “Luna” both 
earned their Canine Good 
Citizen titles with Katie 
Halfin

Lindenhill’s Eywa Black Forest V Gracelyne BN 
RE CGCA HT passed the clove scent at the 
ORT August 12. 

Bobbie GilpinSmith and 
Zeus competing at a dock 
diving competition hosted 
by DockDogs Northern 
Stars (DDNS) at the Blue 
Earth County Fair, and in the 
FINALS earned 1st Place in 
the Novice division!!! And a 
$50 cash prize!!
Zeus also passed Birch, 
Anise and Clove at the ORT 
on Aug 12

9
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GSDCA TEMPERAMENT TEST 
GERMAN SHEPHERD DOG CLUB OF AMERICA TEMPERAMENT TEST 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER  15TH, 2018 
Herman D. “Butch” Stiefferman , EVALUATOR 

 
Sponsored by the German Shepherd Dog Club of Minneapolis & St. Paul 

 
At the 

Animal Inn Training School, 8633 34th St. Lake Elmo, MN 55042 
Hwy 14- 1 mile East of I-694. OUTDOORS—Starting at ~9:00 a.m.   

  
 

Entries will be limited to 40 DOGS. GSDs will be given preference, but other breeds may be 
accepted if space is available, 

*EARLY BIRD REDUCED ENTRY FEE IF RECEIVED BY September 5th, 2018:  
GSDCMSP CLUB MEMBERS: $30.00/dog 
NON-MEMBERS: $35.00/dog 
FEE AFTER September 5TH: $40.00/dog 

 
 MAIL CHECKS MADE OUT TO  GSDCMSP & COMPLETED FORMS TO: 

 VERNA KUBIK, 274 OLD SCOUT CAMP ROAD, HOULTON, WI 54082 
Questions? Contact Verna via email at vmk4gsds@dishup.us  or at 1-715-549-6365. 

 
Enclosed: _$___________________ entry fee. 

 
The following information is needed to complete the TT certificate.  Ensure it is accurate and 
legible. 
 
BREED:_______________________________________  AKC NO.________________________ DOB__________________ SEX_  M / F___  
 
DOG’S  NAME:  _________________________-______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SIRE:_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DAM:_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
OWNER: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS:    ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY: STATE ZIP CODE:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
*GSDS have priority before other breeds are allowed in to the test. Entry will be acknowledged time allowing. Additional entries may be taken 
on the day of the test IF limit has not been reached. Refunds will not be given for dogs not present for the test. Dogs must be 12 months or 
older to participate. 
 
SIGNATURE OF OWNER OR AGENT DULY AUTHORIZED TO MAKE ENTRY:  ___________________________________________________  
 
TELEPHONE: EMAIL ADDRESS:  _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In consideration of being permitted to participate in a Temperament Test sponsored by the GSDCA, INC. and the GSDCMSP, the undersigned 
agrees that the GSDCA, INC. and the GSDCMSP are not responsible for any injuries or damage suffered by persons or animals participating 
in the Temperament Test during, before or after the actual test. By acting as a spectator and/or participating in any capacity, I wave my right 
of action against the GSDCA and will hold the GSDCA harmless if any action by my dog(s) or by me results in an action against the 
sponsoring club(s). 
 
 
OWNER’S SIGNATURE AS PER AGENT/HANDLER:  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
PRINTED NAME OF ABOVE SIGNATURE:  ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
NAME & ADDRESS:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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German Shepherd Dog Club 
of Minneapolis & St Paul

Shep-O-Gram
1087 Allen Avenue
W. St Paul, MN 55118

Club Events GSDC MSP Class Schedule 

Ring 1 and 2
Amber Eisfeld & Kelly McDuff
Puppy 1 & 2 ..........................6:00-6:45  
Beginning Obedience .........7:00-8:00
Intermediate/Novice............. 8:00-9:00

Ring 3  
Rally    Julie Swinland             6:00-7:30
Conformation   Ginny Altman   7:30-

Training Director: 
Verna Kubik                              
715-549-6365
Vmk4gsds@dishup.us

Aug 18 Ron Halling’s Workshop Apple 
Valley
Aug 18-19 Obedience and Rally Trials
Sept 2 GSD Day at the Fair
Sept 7-9 Agility Trials- On The Run
Sept 15 GSD Fun Day and 
Temperament Test-Animal Inn
Sept 16 Ron Halling’s Workshop Animal 
Inn
Sept 22-23 Herding Trials  Polly 
SImpson Farm New Richmond
Oct 6-7 Scent Work Trial, All Breed 
Obedience


