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Long time member Linn Klingel-Brown is in the hospital with Covid
Pneumonia. Please keep her in your thoughts. Linn’s son, Bob, is
giving updates on Linn’s FaceBook page. Linn is gradually improving.
She is in the Verde Valley Medical Center in Cottonwood AZ. They are
not accepting cards from outside but if you call the gift shop they can
pick out a card for you and deliver it. Call 928-634-2251 ask for the gift
shop.
The slate of new officers and 2 open board positions was presented at
the December meeting. There were no contested positions so there is
no need for a vote this year. The officers for 2021 are:
President Julie Swinland
Vice President Carol Ouhl
Secretary Linda Koestler
Treasurer Laura Meyer
Board Mike Metz
David Mielke
Ann Jeddeloh continues on the board for one more year
Our 2021 Banquet is scheduled for March this year. We will see how the
pandemic is faring, it may have to be scheduled later in the year.
We have many events planned for the year, agility trials, the specialty
show, the GSD Fun Day, obedience and rally trials, scent work trials, a
herding clinic, herding trials, and hopefully a herding fun day.
After quite a few years of holding
our herding trials at Polly
Simpson’s in New Richmond,
we are moving to the Conroy
Farm in Farmington, just a short
distance from the Dakota County
Fairgrounds. We will be able to
expand out trials offering cattle
and D course runs.
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January 22 Membership Meeting at the Animal Inn or by phone

Scent Work Seminars with Linda Spengler
On November 20 Linda Spengler presented
classes on ORT (Odor Recognition Test) and
a mock scent work trial. Since the participants
in the first session had little to no experience in
scent work the class was modified accordingly
and dogs learned to look for odor in a number
of boxes placed around the ring. They were
very enthusiastic.
There was only one dog who stayed for the
second session, searching interiors, exteriors,
containers and vehicles.
We hope to have more sessions like this and
the session that Holly Bushard presented last
month.

Upcoming Events
We have many upcoming events provided Covid 19 doesn’t get in
our way
April 2-4 Agility Trial On The Run
June 4-6 Specialty shows Dakota County Fairgrounds?
June 12 GSD Fun Day Animal Inn
June 26-27 Obedience/Rally Trials Animal Inn
July 30-Aug 1 C Course Herding Seminar Farmington
Sept 24-26 Herding Trials Farmington
Oct 30-31 Obedience/Rally Trials Animal Inn
Scent Work TBD
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Preparing for Spring Trials
I know it is hard to believe at this point, but spring and various types of shows and trials are coming. If you
start working with your canine companion now, you could be ready to show in obedience, rally, scent work,
herding, etc. Maybe you haven’t really thought about it...The lower levels of various performance activities
can be completed without intense training. It can strengthen the bond between you and your companion.
If you would like to dip your toes into competition, Novice Rally is a good place to start. Basic components of
Novice Rally are Heel, Sit, Down, Front, and Right and Left About Turn. So once your dog has some
experience with those commands, you are ready for some work on Rally Novice and Intermediate Rally which
are both entirely on leash following a course laid out with signs for each exercise.
If you are new to competition, you might not be aware that when you and your dog
finish your first AKC title while a member of our club, you will be eligible for a plaque
with your dogs titles listed. In following years you can receive a bar to attach to the
plaque listing new titles. Plaques and bars are given at our annual banquet. Most
AKC titles require passing scores at a trial. Rally requires 3 qualifying runs for each
title.
Another entry level competition is Beginner Obedience. These classes are mostly
on leash following a heeling pattern with Sit, Heel, Right Turn, Left Turn, About Turn
and Halt. There is also a Figure 8 and a Sit for Exam. Recall is off leash and there is
a Sit Stay while you walk around the perimeter of the ring. You need to qualify 3 times in order to complete the
title.
Our Club offers 3 levels of obedience and also rally classes on Friday nights at the Animal Inn. You can
register on line on our web site GSDCMSP.org We also have Obedience and Rally Trials twice this year. The
club usually holds matches several times a year where you can practice the tests.
We plan to offer Herding Instinct tests later this year. This does not require training but the dog should have a
little obedience. Your dog must show interest in the sheep and move them in both directions and be called off.
You have to qualify twice to earn the Herding Instinct title.
The AKC Temperament Test will be offered at the German Shepherd Fun Day in June. You can prepare for this
by coming to a practice session that we will hold in a few months or you can just expose you dogs to various
surfaces and noises. You need to qualify twice to complete the title.
We have several Agility and Scent Work trials each year. These require a fair amount of training.
Once you start training and competing with your dog you may find it addicting. There is always one more title
you want to acquire.

David Mielke likes a real
challenge and works his
3 dog together on a rally
course.
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Zazie Todd. Wag: The Science of
Making Your Dog Happy.
Greystone Books, 2020.

Review by Cynthia Curran
This book is put forward as being a science-based discussion of
canine behavior. It is helpful to point out that the science practiced
by Zazie Todd and, for the most part, utilized in Wag, is social
science rather than the physical kind. The author herself is a social
psychologist, albeit with a strong interest in canine behavior and
training. The great majority of the research results quoted in this
volume are based on questionnaires, on recommendations by
experts in various fields or through personal anecdotes by the
author.
Todd arranges her book into easily navigated chapters which break
down into various areas of interest. For example, there are practical
topics such as the chapter on choosing a dog followed by one filled
with advice on visits to the veterinarian or the groomer. There are
also sections which focus on more complicated or controversial areas such as discussions on how dogs learn.
Kudos must be given to any person who attempts in one chapter, as Todd does, to examine various forms of
motivation and techniques for dog training. Probably the most successful of her behavior-based chapters is one
which reviews approaches for fear-based behaviors and other difficult issues that frequently concern modern
dog lovers.
The author has a clear and informative prose style with an eye to de-mystifying the complicated and, at times,
contentious world of the modern companion dog. With a direct approach based on social science, practical
observations and personal anecdotes, Zazie Todd has produced a comprehensive volume that will most benefit
those who are new to living with canines. This book also provides in one volume, an up-to-date compendium
of modern approaches to dog training for those who have not had a dog in many years and are returning in a
new century with quite different expectations.
For readers who are more familiar with many of the debates presented in Wag, the notes for each chapter
included at the end of the book will point the way to further readings. These references contain recent articles
in both scholarly and popular sources and are impressive in their scope.
I would recommend Zazie Todd’s Wag as the perfect gift to any household who expects a new puppy. It is
comprehensive in scope without being overwhelming yet there are pointers for those who wish to delve deeper
into many of the topics covered. A good quality index indicates Wag can be kept on an accessible shelf for quick
and frequent references as questions arise.
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Check out GSDCMSP’s Socialization/Obedience
Workshop with Ron Halling & Lisa Veit on FaceBook
for current information on the next Socialization/
Obedience Workshop and training tips and videos.
Please watch announcements for dates and times.
Next Workshop Jan 17

I’ve been fielding questions about winter items that can help wear down our dog’s energy level while staying
indoors. Seek, scent work and of course Lisa’s snuffle mats are all good to wear out your dog mentally
without braving the elements for this winter season. We have some exercises planned this month that are
both inexpensive yet fun activities you can perform with your dog over the upcoming months. As many of
you are realizing without training our GSD’s go in the wrong direction or drive us nuts with their seemingly
unending energy levels. Come train with the GSD Club that knows GSD’s!

This month we return indoors at Animal Inn. We follow their COVID procedures already in place for indoor
work plus taking everyone’s temperature while practicing social distancing. The Workshop is Saturday the
17th. The lecture will be at 10 am followed by the hands-on portion at 11am. The afternoon class, (for
ANYONE that has been to a morning session), will follow at 12:30pm. This month we’ll work further on offleash work, hand signals, improved heeling and everyone’s favorite, Directed Jumping. We’ll add beginning
and problem solving jumping for those working towards Open titles and of course winter games that utilize
our GSD’s mental capabilities. The last item for the afternoon class is dominance over obedience to teach
your GSD to live with cats, squirrels, bunnies and any other variety of pets in the home. It has been a popular
topic for privates and workshops over the summer as families were forced to spend the days together.

Our new black or grey stocking hats are now in stock. They have a subtle GSD head over an outline of the
state of MN. Very nice and are priced at $20.00. Pictures can be found on our Facebook page at https://www.
facebook.com/GermanShepherdtrainers

If you’re new to the workshops, please contact Ron to discuss which class is right for you
and any issues ahead of time.
Ron Halling
hallings@frontiernet.net
612-720-1536

Tips From Ron

There are How-To videos on topics such as Drop on Recall, stand for Exam, and dealing with an
attacking dog, on Socialization/Obedience Workshop page on FaceBook at https://www.facebook.
com/GermanShepherdtrainers/.
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Breaking News: U.S. Dept. of Transportation Revises
Airline Service Animals Rules
By AKC Government Relations
Dec 02, 2020 | 2 Minutes
Today, the United States Department of Transportation (DOT) announced final revisions to its Air Carrier
Access Act (ACAA) regulations that concern the transportation of service animals. The new finalized rules,
which will be effective in January, are intended to ensure that America’s air transportation system is safe for
the traveling public and accessible to individuals with disabilities, and address concerns raised by individuals
with disabilities, airlines, flight attendants, airports, other aviation transportation stakeholders, and other
members of the public, regarding service animals on aircraft.
Click here to read the final rule in its entirety.
The final rule defines a service animal as a dog, regardless of breed or type, that is individually trained
to do work or perform tasks for the benefit of a qualified individual with a disability, including a physical,
sensory, psychiatric, intellectual, or other mental disability. This change in definition significantly aligns
DOT’s definition of “service animal” with the definition that the Department of Justice uses under the federal
Americans with Disabilities Act.
The changes also clarify that emotional support animals (ESAs), comfort animals, companionship animals,
animals being trained to be service animals, and species other than dogs are not considered to be “service
animals” under the new DOT definition. Instead, airlines may recognize and accommodate emotional
support animals as pets. Many commenter's, including airline industry stakeholder groups, disability rights
advocacy organizations, and animal interest groups, including the American Kennel Club (AKC), cited safety
concerns with the previous recognition of ESAs as service animals, including the growing trend of individuals
misrepresenting their pets as service animals and the number of on-line mental health professionals willing
to provide pet owners with emotional support animal and psychiatric service animal documentation in
exchange for a fee.
The DOT rules also continue to prohibit airlines from refusing to transport a service animal solely based on
breed. Airlines may continue to assess each animal individually to determine whether it poses a direct threat
to the health or safety of others.
In keeping with our policy on the Misuse of Service Dogs, the AKC submitted comment in April 2020 that
expressed support for the proposed definition of “service animal” and reiterated strong support for public
accommodation that allows individuals with disabilities to use service dogs without regard to the dog’s size,
phenotype, or breed. Likewise, our comments condemned actions that fraudulently misrepresent a dog as a
service animal when it is not, or attempt to benefit from a dog’s service dog status when the individual using
the dog is not a person with a disability.
CAKC’s Government Relations Department (AKC GR) has begun analyzing the extensive provisions and
DOT-supplied discussion and justifications of the newly-finalized rule, and will provide detailed information to
stakeholders once that analysis has been completed.
For more information, contact AKC GR at doglaw@akc.org.
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Used with permission from the Purina Pro Plan German Shepherd Dog Update, Nestlé Purina PetCare.
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BRAGS

MACH2 KONAS MANN AUS STAHL VOM KNOCHEN BN RAE MXG MJS MXF
TQX T2B3 CGC TKI
“Bones“
Bones is the # 5 AKC Agility German Shepherd Dog and competed with his owner
Rhonda Meath at the 2020 AKC Invitational held at the Orange County Convention
Center in Orlando Florida in December. He has 32 AKC performance titles as well
as Rally Freestyle Element dance titles.
Rhonda & Bones are practicing a new dance routine together for 2021 & will
continue to compete in agility, obedience & Rally .
Owner: Rhonda Meath
Breeder: Don & Cindy Carter

Tasha’s latest, 3=1st place
3 high in class,
RAT-OX title in barn hunt ,
6 qualifiers in scentwork
3 new scentwork titles
David Mielke
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German Shepherd Dog Club of America, Inc.
Application for Membership

There are two types of membership. Regular Members: Minimum age of 18 years. Must be in good standing
with AKC. Applicant (and renewing members) agrees to abide by the GSDCA by-laws and the Rules and
Regulations of the American Kennel Club. Two endorsements by current members must be provided by new
applicants. Applicant’s name will be published in the German Shepherd Dog Review. Provided no objections
have been filed within 30 days of publication in the Review, applicant will be notified that he/she is eligible for
all privileges including
the right to vote. Junior Members: Must be 10 years of age and not more than 18 years of age and shall subscribe to the same
criteria as Regular Membership with the exception of the requirement to pay dues. Junior members cannot vote, hold office, or serve
on committees other than junior committees.

$45
$75
$70
$115

One year

Three year

Five year

To apply and pay ONLINE with a credit card, please go to gsdca.org/join-the-gsdca/apply-online.
You can MAIL this form to Laura Gilbert, 557 Dunning Lane, Chesapeake, VA 23322
Circle Your Desired Membership Type:
Membership Review
Category
Delivery
Single
Online only
Print & online
Single
Family
Online only
Print & online
Family

$130
$215
$215
$355
$335
$200
$325
$545
Additional delivery charges
Delivery in poly wrap: $5.00
1st Class delivery: $36.00
Outside United States: $24.00

Membership Information (please print)
Last Name: __________________________ First Name: _________________________ Middle Initial: ___
Date of Birth: ______________ (Juniors Only)
Address: ___________________________________________________
City:_________________________State: _________ ZIP/ Postal Code _
Country: ___________________ Telephone: _________________ Email:

For FAMILY Memberships, provide 2nd member information. (Family membership is defined as 2 people living in the
same household -- principal & one other person).

Schutzhund/Working Dog Sport

Other

Conformation

Tracking

Herding

Last Name __________________________ First Name: ________________________ Middle Initial:______

Rally

Agility

Telephone _____________________________ Email: __________________________

Obedience

What activities do you enjoy with your GSD? (Circle all that apply)
House Pet

Endorser 1 Printed
Name & Signature _________________________________________________________________________________

Endorser 2 Printed
Name & Signature: _________________________________________________________________________________

Applicant/ Member Signature: ____________________________________________________ Date:______________
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Club Events Calendar

GSDCMSP Class Schedule

Jan 22 Membership meeting
Jan 17 Socialization and obedience
workshop
Feb 12 Membership Meeting
Feb 13 Socialization and Obedience
Workshop
March 12 Membership Meeting
March 21 Socialization and Obedience
Workshop
April 2-4 Agility Trials On The Run

Training for 2021 has resumed
Register online. http://gsdcmsp.org/training.html
Ring 1
...........Various classes, starting at 6:00
Ring 3
...........Rally Julie Swinland ............ 6:00-7:20

Training Director:
kmorris4369@hotmail.com

Social Distancing
and Masks (for
humans) are
Required in and
around the Animal
Inn building.
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